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Celebrity Media Gardener should clean up on who is funding
local protest.

On 19 November 2009, ABC gardening personality Peter Cundall was arrested outside Tasmania's
Parliament House during a protest against Gunns' Tamar Valley pulp mill.

His arrest was portrayed in the media' as the culmination of action by concerned local community
members to protest against 2007 Pulp Mill Assessment Act being passed by both Houses of
Parliament. It was this Act that enabled the Mill’s economic and environmental assessment to be
completed and a State Permit to be issued for its construction and operation. {Note the
Commonwealth used a separate process under its Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act to also approve the project}.

The celebrity gardener was quoted as stating “It was a terrible thing that basically a proponent of
the mill can actually make major donations to a party or both parties, and help to actually write
the legislation, and it is then passed through Parliament, with the members of Parliament not
allowed to oppose it or amend it. That to my mind is corruption...”

Yet he and the protesters ignored the Hansard record” of the open and transparent debate on the
Bill that saw independent members of the Legislative council move a series of amendments to the
Government’s Bill drafted by parliamentary draftsmen that rewrote key clauses to ensure that
citizens common law were upheld. The Tasmanian Supreme Court subsequently upheld the
intention of these amendments that are now law.

Upon news of his arrest lawyers volunteered to defend this icon of the media gardeners.

No wonder Victoria’s Fitzroy legal service offered to defend Mr Cundall; he is the Patron of their
Online Law book.
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Mr Cundall’s interest in law, government and activism for social change appears to date from
being a candidate for the Communist Party of Australia in the 1961 senate election. Since then he
has supported a range of protests including those directed against Tasmania’s forest Industry and
in recent years the approved pulp mill.

On this same web page as Mr Cundall’s photo and statement of support, there is a link to the
Activists Rights Handbook developed by the Fitzroy Legal Service with the help of funding from
the Reichstein Foundation.
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The Activist Rights website is for people who are trying to create positive changes in their lives
and communities.

Resources on this site have been drawn from around the world and from our own experience
here in Australia to help support new and experienced activists, campaign organisers, legal

workers and progressive lawyers.

Our aim is to help Australian activist networks and movements face the police and legal system,
build resilience against repression and to keep working for a better world.

Why an ac tivists rights website? Civil disobedience
. i What is Actvist legal support? Paolicing political protests
Protest beyond the law is

What is Pist? olice tactcs rotests
hok departure from hat is an activist: Police tactics at protests
demeocracy; it is absolutely What iz lawful and unlawful? Surveillance of activists
essential to it.” Criminalising political dissent DY legal research

ALEL AR Information is particular to Yictoria and Commonwealth Law and current as at
April 2004.
This site should not be used instead of lepal advice.
Always zeek legal advice.

Hfeene | B

—_— Victoria Law Foundatioh

The Reichstein foundation was set up by a wealthy Melbourne Industrialist to support workers
and their families in the City’s Western suburbs where the company’s factories were located. It
used to support charities but now funds advocates for social change, including activist green
groups.

According to its 2008 annual report Reichstein bankrolled the Wilderness Society’s campaign
against the Tasmania’s approved pulp mill to the tune of $17,560.00.

The Wilderness Society has been an active opponent of the pulp mill, despite the mill having no
impact on Tasmania’s high quality wilderness or its old growth forest. Mr Cundall and the
Wilderness society have shared the stage at so called “community” anti pulp mill rallies.

However the funding of such campaigns has remained a mystery until the publication of the
Reichstein foundations annual report.
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i Hansard, Tasmanian Legislative council Thursday 29 March 2007 - Part 2 - Pages 48 — 116 available at
http://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/HansardCouncil/isysquery/bfd317f2-09f7-4bc5-9c2c-

1bb0a50527dd/1/doc/c29march2.htm




